What Materialism Means
outlook on life. You will no longer feel a desperate
interest as to whether Bacon wrote Shakespeare's
plays, or whether Britain can be persuaded to adopt
the duo-decimal system; what you will care about
is whether you can get a bite of bread and a drink
of water. The economic conditions will colour your
mind, but they will not create new convictions.
However hungry you are, you will not suddenly
begin to believe that, after all, the earth is flat, or
that the British are a lost tribe of Israel. You will
probably be quite willing to profess either of these
creeds if only you can get hold of some food, but
there will be no conviction behind such professions
of faith.
The Marxist dialectical theory, as it is called, is
therefore an extremely useful contribution to the
interpretation of history. Economic events have
affected men's beliefs. The economic needs of the
moment have been largely responsible for the
popular acceptance of some new theory. Protestant-
ism, for instance, undoubtedly spread because a
moral justification was required for the advent of
individualist capitalism and the open market. But
to say that the open market created Protestantism
is to leap to a nonsensical extreme. A doctrine be-
comes popular when it harmonizes with the temper
and requirements of the moment. But the doctrine
itself is a result of a quite independent mental
process. It is impossible seriously to believe that
Luther was led to denounce the Papacy because